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On April 11, President Jose Napoleon Duarte made public a decision to exclude from a broadbased amnesty three men charged in the 1985 killing of four US Marines and eight civilians. US
Embassy spokesperson Joe McManus said, "It has been our position that the massacre of innocent,
unarmed persons was a terrorist act that should not go unpunished. We welcome President Duarte's
decision to return the case to the courts, where evidence may be brought and a decision rendered."
Duarte overturned a judgment by the appeals court that the men should be released under the
amnesty which has produced pardons for at about 450 persons accused or convicted of politically
motivated crimes. The ruling, read at the Military Appeals Court, forestalls the loss of $18.5 million
in US economic aid. Washington would have reduced its aid by that amount, or 10% of economic
support funds earmarked for FY1988, had the men been released. El Salvador receives about $1.5
million per day in US economic and military aid. On Nov. 12, the military court of first instance
ruled that the amnesty law, enacted early in November, covered the case because it was a "political"
crime with a military objective. The appeals court upheld the decision on Jan. 26. In February, at
the urging of the US Embassy, the attorney general appealed the case to Duarte in his capacity as
armed forces commander-in-chief. The president used the argument that the Marines were entitled
to diplomatic protection, and thus, an international treaty regarding the punishment of crimes
against "internationally protected persons" overrode the amnesty law. The treaty, the Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes Against Internationally Protected Persons, was ratified
by EL Salvador in 1980. On June 19, 1985, gunmen dressed in military fatigues opened fire on two
outdoor cafes in the capital, killing the four off-duty Marines, two US computer technicians and six
Latin Americans. A guerrilla group, the Mardoqueo Cruz Urban Guerrilla Commandos, claimed
responsibility for the attack, in which one guerrilla also died. The Commandos are an offshoot
of the Revolutionary Party of Central American Workers, one of the five rebel armies that form
the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). Two months later, Duarte announced
the capture of three men he said had participated in the killings. At a press conference following
the arrests, William Rivas Bolano, Juan Garcia Melendez and Jose Dimas Aguilar, confessed to
involvement in the assassinations. Garcia and Dimas were charged with helping plan the killings,
while Bolano is the only one of the three allegedly at the scene. Later, when they were in prison,
the three recanted, stating that they had been tortured into confessing. After three years in prison,
no one of the three has been tried or convicted for the crimes. (Basic data from AP, 04/11/88;
Washington Post, 04/12/88)
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